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Topics

• Check your passport 

• Safe travel tips 

• Stay Informed 

• Jobs? 



Check Your 
Passport Book



Lost/Stolen/Damaged?

If you were issued 
a passport, but it 
is lost, stolen, or 
damaged, then 
you will need to 
obtain a 
replacement.  



Check Your Expiration Date

Many countries require 
passports to be valid for 
at least six months after 
arrival abroad.  

 You will not be allowed 
to board an international 
flight if you do not have 
the required amount of 
validity remaining.  

 Renew your passport 
one year before it 
expires.  

Visas to study abroad should be coordinated with your college/university



Applying for a Passport

• Apply at least 3 months in advance 

• If you only have a passport card, you will need the book 

• Free application form filler: 
https://pptform.state.gov/?Submit2=Complete+Online+
%26+Print

• The #1 problem with applications is unacceptable photos 

• Find the location to submit your application: 
https://iafdb.travel.state.gov/

 TIP: Avoid websites that charge a fee 

 TIP: Bring student ID in addition to driver’s license 

https://pptform.state.gov/?Submit2=Complete+Online+%26+Print
https://iafdb.travel.state.gov/


What’s Needed to Apply?

1) DS-11 application 
2) One photo 
3) Identification 
4) Photocopy of ID 
5) Citizenship evidence
6) Photo of citizenship 

evidence 
7) Payment 



Safe Travel



U.S. Department of State

U.S. Embassy in Copenhagen, Denmark 



Assistance Overseas

• Emergency Passports

• Medical Emergencies

• Arrests

• Victim Assistance

• Welfare & Whereabouts

• Repatriation

• Deaths & Estates

• Crisis Response
• Citizenship Documentation

• Notarial Services

• Voting Assistance

• Federal Programs

• International Parental 
Child Abduction

• Intercountry Adoption



Traveler’s Checklist

 Get Required Documents

 Get Informed

 Get Enrolled (STEP)

 Get Insured

 Visit: Travel.State.Gov/TravelersChecklist
 Visit: studentsabroad.state.gov



studentsabroad.state.gov



Get Informed: Visit Travel.State.Gov



Get Informed

Learn about your destination at 
Travel.State.Gov:

 Closest embassy/consulate? 
 Passport must be valid for how long? 
 Recent alerts/advisories? 
 Phone numbers for emergencies?
 Specific concerns about crime?
 Prescription medications? 
 Road conditions?   
 State of relations with the U.S.? 



Activity: Destination Info

Enter the name of one country in the search box.  Scroll 
through the webpage to answer these questions: 

 Recent advisories/alerts? 
 Closest embassy/consulate? 
 Phone numbers for emergencies?
 Specific concerns about crime?

Type the name of the country and their 911 equivalent in the chat box



Country Specific Information



Country Specific Information

Recent advisories/alerts? 



Country Specific Information

Closest embassy/consulate?



Country Specific Information

Phone numbers for emergencies?



Country Specific Information

Specific concerns about crime?



Get Informed

See specific Travel.State.Gov webpages 
containing additional information for:  

• LGBTQI+ Travelers 

• Women Travelers 

• Travelers with Disabilities 



Get Informed: Tips

• Make copies of passport, itinerary, and 
U.S. embassy and consulate addresses

• Update vaccinations 

• Learn about exchange rate

• Learn about local laws/customs 



Get Enrolled: STEP

step.state.gov

Smart Traveler Enrollment Program



Get Enrolled: STEP



Activity: Enroll in STEP

Go to step.state.gov on your 
mobile phone



Activity: Enroll in STEP

Click on “New User”



Activity: Enroll in STEP

Read the Privacy Act Notice and 
click the acknowledgement box 



Activity: Enroll in STEP

Create a username, password, and 
answer a security question 



Activity: Enroll in STEP

Add your name, date of birth, email 
address, and phone number(s), 
then click on “Create”



Next STEPs

Your STEP account is now 
successfully created 



Next STEPs

An email confirmation will be sent 
to you (this can take a few minutes)



Next STEPs

You can click on “Trips” and add 
your planned destinations 



Next STEPs

Have your itinerary handy, but you 
can also change this later as needed



Next STEPs

You can add multiple countries, but 
will do so one at a time 



Next STEPs

Select the destination from the drop-
down menu, and add the travel dates



Next STEPs

The “Travel Advisories” tab will 
display any for your destination



Next STEPs

Helpful information, and links to 
more, are displayed here 



Get Insured

Get coverage for:
• Medical expenses – U.S. 

insurance may not cover

• Emergency evacuation

• Trip cancelation or delays

• High adventure travel

 Visit: Travel.State.Gov/Insurance



Stay Informed



Social Media

 Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/travelgov 

 Twitter: @TravelGov 

 Instagram: @TravelGov 



More Information

 Phone: 1-877-487-2778

Website: Travel.State.Gov

 Website: studentsabroad.state.gov



Jobs?



Passport Agency Locations
There are 29 Passport Agencies/Centers around the country.   



Embassy/Consulate Locations
There are over 200 U.S. Embassies and Consulates around the world.   



Work for the U.S. Department of State

The Department of State is hiring!  

• Pathways program for recent graduates: 
careers.state.gov/interns-fellows/pathways-programs/

• General info: careers.state.gov

• Also visit: usajobs.gov 

Consular Fellows: 
• Live and work overseas as part of a U.S. Mission
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